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Abstract. The article examines the establishment, dynamics and current state of political
and diplomatic relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Serbia,
development trends and reasons hindering the development of political relations, as well as targeted
visits of heads of state and government. It also analyzes in detail the role of organizations engaged
in cooperation between the two countries in the political sphere, the activities of the
intergovernmental commission, the Inter-Parliamentary Group and other issues.
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AHoOTalig. Y CTaTTi pO3IJSHYTO BCTAaHOBJEHHSA, JAMHAMIKy Ta MOTOYHMHA CTaH MOJITHKO-
JUIUIOMaTUYHUX BITHOCHMH MK As3sepOaiimkaHchkoro Pecmy6iikoro Ta PecnyOmikoro CepOis,
TEHJIEHII1 PO3BUTKY Ta NMPUYMHU, L0 MEPEHIKO/HKAIOTh PO3BUTKY MOJIITUYHUX BIIHOCHH, a TAaKOX
LIJIECIPSMOBaH1 BI3UTH TIJIaB JepKaB Ta ypsaliB. TyT TakoX AeTadbHO MNpPOaHai30BaHO POJb
OprasiB, IO 3IHCHIOIOTH CHIBOPAILI0 MK JBOMa KpaiHaMH B MOJITHYHIA cdepi, AiSIIbHICTh
MDKYPSZ0BOI KOMICIi, MIXKITApIaMEHTChKOI TPYIH Ta 1HII MUTAaHHS.

Karwuosi ciaoBa: AszepOaiimxancbka PecnyOuika, PecryOmika Cep06is, benrpaa, baxy,
MOJTITUKO-TUIUIOMATHYH1 BigHOCUHH, KOCOBCHKUIM KOHQIIKT, TPE3UIEHT, MapiaaMeHT, Mpem'ep-
MiHicTp, M3C, moconbcTBO

Introduction. The development of bilateral and multilateral cooperation with the Republic
of Serbia in the political sphere is one of the most important directions of Azerbaijan’s foreign
policy. The independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan was recognized by the official Belgrade
representing the Yugoslav Federation on December 31, 1991, and diplomatic relations between the
two countries were established on August 21, 1997 [Azorbaycan Respublikasi Xarici Islor
Nazirliyi.Xarici siyasot.Ikitorofli miinasibotlor, 1997]. The passage of political relations between the
two countries through specific stages of development indicates the presence of important and
specific moments of cooperation between the parties. In particular, over the past ten to twelve years,
relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Serbia have been developing in all spheres. High-
level mutual official visits and documents signed during these visits indicate that Azerbaijan is at
the stage of developing cooperation relations with Serbia in the political sphere.

The latest literature review. In recent years, scholars have paid considerable attention the
political relations between the two countries. Here we can specify the works of such authors as
Askerzade A., Ismayilov M., Bayramov V. and others who have covered this problem.

The purpose of the research is to establish political relations between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Serbia, to identify their current state and prospects through
scientific and political research.
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Research results. The position of the Azerbaijani state on the Kosovo issue was one of the
factors that seriously affected the political relations between our countries. Speaking about the
Kosovo issue, the first thing that comes to mind is the participation of peacekeeping forces. So, in
January 1997, a peacekeeping unit was created as part of the Azerbaijani Armed Forces. After the
ratification of the agreement between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the
Government of the Republic of Turkey in the Azerbaijani Parliament on October 20, 1999 on the
status of the Azerbaijani contingent going to Kosovo within the framework of the Kosovo task
force, a group of Azerbaijani peacekeeping contingent servicemen began to perform their duties in
this direction [Askerzade, 2009, p.6].

Since September 1999, a Turkish battalion of the Azerbaijani peacekeeping platoon (1 officer,
1 sergeant and 32 soldiers) has been operating in Kosovo. The Azerbaijani peacekeeping platoon
provided security in the area of Dragash (the settlement of Brod, etc.). At a meeting with
Azerbaijani Defense Minister Safar Abiyev, NATO Secretary General Lord George Robertson
expressed gratitude for the role of Azerbaijani peacekeepers and stressed “the special position of the
Azerbaijani contingent of more than 40,000 peacekeepers in Kosovo” [Askerzade, 2009, p.6].

On February 26, 2008, immediately after the Kosovo Parliament declared independence,
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev declared that this decision was illegal, recognized the territorial
integrity of Serbia and expressed political will regarding the withdrawal of Azerbaijani
peacekeepers from Kosovo. The Milli Majlis made a decision in April 2008, and the Azerbaijani
peacekeeping platoon was withdrawn from Kosovo once and for all [Beynolxalq siillhmoramli
omoliyyatlarda istirak, 2008].

Baku’s decision to withdraw its peacekeeping forces from Kosovo has certainly disappointed
the Muslim residents of this place. However, residents of the Dragash region, as children of a
common Islamic culture, understood Azerbaijan’s step in this direction, as well as the non-
recognition of Kosovo’s independence due to the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh with Armenia
[Kosova’da Karabag Olaylar1 Az Biliniyor, 2012].

It should be noted that the withdrawal of our peacekeeping forces from Kosovo and the non-
recognition of the independence of a region with a common Islamic cultural heritage was a decision
that meets the national interests of Azerbaijan, and in this matter the state interests of Serbia and
Azerbaijan coincided. This position of our state, of course, had a positive impact on the
development of Belgrade-Baku political relations, and soon at the 86th plenary session of the UN
General Assembly on March 14, 2008, Serbia defended the legal position of Azerbaijan. Thus, at
this plenary meeting, the draft resolution “on the situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan”
(A/62/L.42) was considered, resolution 62/243 was discussed and adopted. Serbia was among the
39 countries that voted for the resolution during the voting [Pe3omroru u perieHust TpUHSTHIC
I'enepanbpHOi Accambiieeii Ha mecTbaecaT Bropoi ceccuu, 2008, p.3].

Until 2010, meetings of state and government officials coincided only at international events,
meetings of regional and international organizations. For example, during Serbia’s chairmanship in
the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization in 2006-2007 [Iloyeo cacranak CaBera
muHKcTapa cnosbuux mociaoBa BCELL, 2008], Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Mammadyarov visited
Belgrade, and in 2003, 2004, 2009, when our country chaired the NOD [Azarbaycan - Qara Daniz
Iqtisadi ®mokdasliq Toskilat1 (QDIDT) miinasibatlori, 2009], the Serbian Foreign Minister visited
Baku [Mommadli, 2014]. October 10-12, 2007 Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources H.
Bagirov at the 6th Belgrade Conference of European Environment Ministers [Azarbaycan
Respublikasinin Serbiya Respublikasindaki sofirliyi], on December 5, 2008, Justice Minister F.
Mammadov in Belgrade, with the support of the OSCE, took part in an international conference on
the topic of teaching the judiciary [Mohkomso islahati iizro Azorbaycanin tocriibasi boyiik maraq
dogurur].

The Ministers of Azerbaijan and Serbia, who took part in international events, also held a
bilateral meeting during the visit and exchanged views on the creation of a regulatory framework
for cooperation and the development of ties between our countries.
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On May 11-13, 2010, Serbian President Boris Tadic arrived in Azerbaijan on an official visit
and resumed bilateral political relations between Baku and Belgrade, entering an important stage
when mutual visits of high-level government officials became intensive [Azarbaycan Respublikasi
Xarici Islor Nazirliyi. Xarici siyasoat].

At the meeting of the Presidents of Azerbaijan and Serbia in an expanded format, the sides
exchanged views on political, economic, humanitarian, cultural, judicial, legal and other issues
related to bilateral, as well as regional and multilateral cooperation. President Ilham Aliyev stressed
that relations between our countries have reached a new level, Serbia is regarded as a strategic
partner, and strong bilateral relations serve and open up opportunities for expanding regional
cooperation between the Balkan and Caucasian regions. In turn, President Boris Tadic announced
Serbia’s intention to develop relations with Azerbaijan as true friends. The Presidents also noted
that our countries have common interests in preserving territorial integrity [Azorbaycan vo Serbiya
Prezidentlorinin genis torkibdo goriisti olmusdur, 2010].

After the meeting, the presidents signed a “Joint statement”, “Protocol on cooperation
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Serbia”, “Agreement between the Government of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Government of the Republic of Serbia on trade and economic cooperation”, The
“Convention between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of the
Republic of Serbia on the abolition of double taxation with respect to taxes on income and
property” and other intergovernmental agreements [Azorbaycan Respublikasi Xarici Islor
Nazirliyi.Xarici siyasat] serve the purpose of establishing long-term strategic relations between the
parties and strengthening cooperation based on the principles of friendship.

The joint statement of the Presidents determined further prospects for the development of
cooperation in all spheres of relations between the two countries: international organizations (UN,
OSCE, Council of Europe, Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization, etc.) took part in it,
deepening cooperation within the framework of international cooperation, the need for close
cooperation in combating all forms of international crime, investing in the economy and the
importance of obtaining benefits from energy projects, this also affected the position of the parties,
which clearly focused on territorial integrity and other issues [Azarbaycan Respublikasi
Prezidentinin vo Serbiya Respublikasi Prezidentinin Birgo Boyanati].

The protocol on cooperation signed during the visit between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs
refers to the development of bilateral relations in the political, economic, scientific, technical,
cultural and consular spheres, the promotion of intensive dialogue and cooperation within the
framework of the European Neighborhood Policy and the Eastern Partnership, dialogue on visa
regimes and simplification of visa procedures, the Diplomatic Academy The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Armenia and “Kosa Popovich” provided for the exchange of experience,
lecturers and participants between the Diplomatic Academy, etc. [Ismayilov, 2018, p.286].

In general, the results of the first official visit of the President of Serbia at a high level were
positive and significant in terms of the development of bilateral relations.

An event regarded as an important step in relations — the opening of the Azerbaijani Embassy
in Belgrade in March 2010 and the Serbian Embassy in Baku in May 2011 [Azerbaijan-Serbia
relations, 2020] opened up new opportunities in the development of bilateral diplomatic and
political relations.

On May 26, 2011, President of Azerbaijan llham Aliyev, in an interview with the newly
appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Serbia to our country Zoran Vajovic,
noted the importance of mutual visits at a high level in the development of bilateral relations, noted
that the visit of President Boris Tadic in May last year was very successful and productive, and
noted that he stressed the presence of a large the potential for expanding cooperation between our
countries in various fields [Azerbaijan-Serbia relations, 2020].

It should be noted that embassies have played an important role in the development of
relations. Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Belgrade Eldar Hasanov, carrying out active
work in this direction, constantly kept in touch with the leaders and representatives of state and
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government bodies, the Parliament of Serbia, tried to keep in the spotlight and develop the current
state of political, economic, humanitarian and inter-parliamentary relations between the two
countries.

One of the main activities of the Embassy is to bring objective information about the
Karabakh issue to the Serbian public, to achieve parliamentary recognition of the Khojaly genocide.
Despite the fact that the Khojaly genocide has not been recognized in the Serbian Parliament, this
issue has become public knowledge and the subject of discussion in the press.

The state visit of President Ilham Aliyev to Serbia on June 8-9, 2011 gave an impetus to the
expansion of cooperation and brought a new content to the relations — the content of strategic
partnership. At the one—on-one and expanded meeting of the heads of state, it was stressed that
cooperation between our countries is successfully developing in political, economic, cultural,
humanitarian, scientific, educational and other spheres, and high-level bilateral visits contribute to
deepening relations [Oliyev 1., 2017, p.142]. President Boris Tadic called Azerbaijan an important
partner of Serbia, noted the importance of strengthening political, economic, cultural and
humanitarian ties between the parties. Stressing the high level of political ties, President Ilham
Aliyev expressed confidence that Azerbaijani—Serbian relations will develop rapidly. The
Presidents emphasized that they support the territorial integrity of our countries [Oliyev 1., 2017, p.
143; 32].

After the meeting, our countries signed 12 agreements on cooperation in the field of
emergencies, economics, science, education, energy, civil aviation, culture, sports, tourism and
other spheres [Oliyev 1., 2017, pp.144-146].

Making a statement at a press conference after the signing of the documents, President Boris
Tadic expressed his agreement with the political relations that have risen to a strategic level and
stated that he would constantly protect the territorial integrity of our country, commented on the
main content of the signed agreements, touched upon areas of cooperation in energy and other
sectors of the economy,

He thanked Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev for the financial assistance allocated in
connection with the construction of cultural centers in Belgrade, and noted that they also discussed
issues of cooperation in the field of health and defense [Oliyev 1., 2017, pp.147-149].

President Ilham Aliyev, making a statement, noted that our multifaceted relations are based on
strong political ties, that there are tolerant and multicultural traditions in Serbia and Azerbaijan,
stressed the importance of combining efforts in these areas [Azarbaycan vo Serbiya prezidentlori
motbuata bayanatlarla ¢ixis etmislor].

During his visit to Serbia, President Ilham Aliyev also held meetings with the President of the
National Assembly, Mrs. Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic and other officials who played an important
role in the development of a wide range of relations between the two countries. Chairman of the
Serbian Parliament — National Assembly Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic at a meeting with President
Ilham Aliyev said that she considers Azerbaijan a strategic partner, attaches great importance to
cooperation in various fields and international organizations, that it is necessary to develop
cooperation in the field of inter-parliamentary relations [Bliyev 1., 2017, p. 154].

During the visit, President llham Aliyev took part in the opening of Tashmaidan Park in
Belgrade and the monument to national leader Heydar Aliyev installed here [Azorbaycan Prezidenti
[lham Oliyev Belgradda Tasmaydan parkinin agilis morasimindo istirak etmisdir, 2011], the
Azerbaijani Embassy in Serbia and the bust of the brilliant composer Uzeyir Hajibeyli in Novi Sad
[Serbiyanin Novi Sad sohorindo Uzeyir Haciboylinin biistii agilmisdir. “Azarbaycan” qoz, 2011].
The monument in Tashmaidan Park was visited. In the speeches delivered at both inaugural events,
it was emphasized that relations between the two states are built on the basis of strategic
partnership, relations will be strengthened in all directions in a bilateral and multilateral format
[Azorbaycan Prezidenti ilham Oliyev Belgradda Tasmaydan parkimin agilis morasimindo istirak
etmigdir, 2011].

After the visit of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev to Serbia, relations
between the two countries became even more strained, and numerous exchanges of visits were
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carried out. Among them the visits of Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic as Co-Chairman of the
intergovernmental commission (August 31, 2011 - September 01), Minister of Labor and Social
Policy Rasim Ljajic and Minister of Agriculture, Trade, Forestry and Water Management Petrovic
(January 24-25, 2012), Minister of Economy and Regional Development Nebojsa Chiric (February
2, 2012), Minister of Foreign Affairs Vuk Jeremic (January 24-25, 2012) to participate in
International Conference organized on March 14-15, 2012) and a delegation led by Deputy
Chairman of the Milli Majlis AR Bahar Muradova to participate in the 20th session of the OSCE
PA in Belgrade (2011, 06 — July 10), mutual visits of Foreign Minister EImar Mammadyarov and
Deputy Foreign Minister Araz Azimov (October 11, 2012) to participate in the anniversary event
dedicated to the 50th anniversary of the Non-Aligned Movement, in particular, on February 7-9,
2013, the official visit of President Tomislav Nikolic to Azerbaijan occupy an important place.

Ilham Aliyev, who stressed the successful development of Azerbaijani-Serbian cooperation at
the meeting with the Serbian Foreign Minister, positively assessed the high level of political ties
between our countries and noted good prospects for bilateral ties. The Serbian Foreign Minister
expressed solidarity with the President of Azerbaijan [Oliyev 1., 2017, p.174].

And the official visit of Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic to the Republic of Azerbaijan in
February 2013 was an indicator of the high level of political ties between the two countries and
opened up new opportunities for the development of relations.

At the one-on-one and expanded meeting of the presidents, the current state of individual
spheres of relations within bilateral and international organizations was discussed, satisfaction was
expressed with the effective development of bilateral relations, it was shown that there are broad
prospects for cooperation in the fields of economy, energy, transport, investment, etc. The idea of
President Tomislav Nikolic that our country should become a very reliable partner for Serbia was
approved by the head of our state.

Several documents were signed during the visit. The most important political outcome of the
high-level visit was the signing of the “declaration on friendly relations and strategic partnership”
between our countries. The declaration supported the territorial integrity of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Serbia, expressed the importance of resolving the Armenian-
Azerbaijani and Kosovo conflicts in accordance with international law, cooperation in combating
international terrorism, organized crime, arms and drug smuggling and human trafficking,
preservation of cultural and historical values and other areas [Azorbaycan Respublikasi vo Serbiya
Respublikasi arasinda dostluq miinasibotlori va strateji torofdasliq hagqinda Boyannams].

Then, in a statement by President Ilham Aliyev to the press, he reported on the successful
development of relations between our countries, spoke in detail about the signed agreements and, in
particular, about the provisions of the declaration and expressed confidence that after this visit, the
relations of friendship and partnership between the two countries will reach a new level: “We will
continue to cooperate successfully as friends and partners” [Oliyev 1., 2018, pp.24-25].

Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic, commenting on every word of President Ilham Aliyev
about the indissoluble Azerbaijani-Serbian friendship, noted that in just a few years an intensive
political dialogue at a high level has developed between our countries, official visits of heads of
state have taken place, serious results have been achieved in bilateral and multilateral cooperation,
our countries have become strategic partners, the Azerbaijani-Serbian friendship is an excellent
example of mutual understanding and the establishment of friendly relations between peoples of
different faiths [Oliyev I., 2018, .25-26].

During the visit, President Tomislav Nikolic took part in the unveiling of the monument to
Serbian scientist Nikola Tesla in the center of Baku.

Thus, the agreements signed during the visit, useful exchanges of views and statements by the
heads of state brought the two countries even closer, opening up new opportunities for the
development of friendly relations and interaction between the parties.

On April 13-15, 2015, Prime Minister Alexander Vucic and a delegation paid an official visit
to Azerbaijan to participate in a meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Commission. President of
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received the delegation. The sides exchanged views on the current state
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and prospects of cooperation in such areas as energy, infrastructure, investments, cargo
transportation, cultural, humanitarian, territorial integrity of our countries. During the discussions,
we see a coincidence of the positions of the parties [ilham Sliyev Serbiya Bas nazirinin rohbarlik
etdiyi niimayands heyatini gobul edib, 2015].

9 days after this meeting of the intergovernmental commission, on April 24, President
Tomislav Nikolic visited the Republic of Armenia at a memorial service on the occasion of the
centenary of the “fictitious Armenian Genocide”. This step by Serbia, which chaired the OSCE in
2015, naturally did not meet with satisfaction among the Azerbaijani public. At the same time, this
step showed that Serbia, despite its strategic partnership with Azerbaijan, maintains close relations
with Armenia and pursues a balanced policy in the South Caucasus.

The political analysis of the relations shows that the heads of state, in particular Ilham Aliyev,
played an exceptional role in the development of Azerbaijani-Serbian relations. In this sense, for his
contribution to the development of friendship and cooperation between the two countries,
Azerbaijani Head of State Ilham Aliyev was awarded the highest Order of Serbia.

The logical conclusion of the development of Azerbaijani-Serbian political-diplomatic,
bilateral and geopolitical relations along a dynamic and ascending line was the official visit to our
country on May 21-22, 2018 by the President of the Republic of Serbia Alexander Vucic. During
the meeting of Ilham Aliyev and Alexander Vucic in an expanded format, an exchange of views on
bilateral relations, regional and international issues took place, the presidents demonstrated the
political will for more active cooperation. Alexander Vucic also congratulated Ilham Aliyev on his
election as president and on the 100th anniversary of the ADR [Oliyev 1., 2019, pp. 66-67].

After the meeting, agreements and memoranda were signed on healthcare, justice, quarantine
and plant protection, international road and air transportation, “joint action plan for strategic
partnership”, the presidents made statements to the press. In his speech, President Ilham Aliyev said
that the agreements and memoranda concluded will open up new opportunities for deepening
relations, and the joint action plan for strategic partnership is an important and very important
document that reflects all the important issues related to further cooperation. The Heads of State
stated that the current state of trade turnover is unsatisfactory and that the exchange of views and
cooperation to increase its volume will bring a positive result, considering this high-level meeting
as another great success of Azerbaijani-Serbian political relations [Bliyev 1., 2019, pp.71-76].

Regular consultations between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs occupy an important place in
the development of political relations between our countries. The Azerbaijani-Serbian Foreign
Ministry held another political consultation in June 2019 in Belgrade with the participation of
Deputy Ministers (R.Hasanov and Z.Vuyich), held among the delegations under the chairmanship.
Consultations attract attention, covering almost all areas of relations.

The factor of the delivery of a large batch of mortar shells of various calibers from Serbia to
Armenia during the Tovuz battles on July 12-14, 2020 had a negative impact on Azerbaijani-
Serbian relations, military-economic relations. As you know, a few days before the start of
hostilities, a large batch of mortar shells of various calibers was delivered from Serbia to Armenia.

On August 7, President Aleksandar Vucic called President Ilham Aliyev to express regret
over the incident and send a high-ranking delegation to investigate the situation, highly appreciated
the strategic partnership relations between our countries and invited his colleague to make an
official visit to Serbia. President Ilham Aliyev welcomed his colleague’s decision to send a high-
ranking Serbian delegation to investigate and discuss [Serbiya Respublikasinin Prezidenti
Aleksandr Vugic Ilham Oliyeva telefonla zong edib, 2020]. An important role in overcoming the
problem was played by the agreement of the Presidents on the inadmissibility of actions in the
future that negatively affect the interstate strategic partnership.

On July 25, 2021, President Ilham Aliyev received a delegation headed by Serbian Foreign
Minister Nikola Selakovic. The meeting discussed important areas of strategic partnership relations
between the two countries, the role of the next meeting of the intergovernmental commission on
economic cooperation in deepening economic cooperation, the participation of Serbian companies
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in the restoration and reconstruction of our lands liberated from occupation against the background
of the restoration of the territorial integrity of our countries.

Then, at the meeting of the Serbian Minister with his Azerbaijani counterpart, an exchange of
views took place on further intensification of cooperation in bilateral and multilateral formats,
issues of economic cooperation, visa liberalization and the creation of direct flights between
Belgrade and Baku, preparations for the 60th anniversary of the Non-Aligned Movement were
discussed. The Minister noted that Serbia attaches special importance to the strategic partnership
with Azerbaijan, and expressed confidence that the high-level dialogue will be strengthened in the
coming period. On this occasion, Selakovich invited Minister Bayramov to pay an official visit to
Serbia. In addition, the head of Serbian diplomacy agreed with his Azerbaijani counterpart to hold
bilateral political consultations between the two ministries, especially in the field of consular work.
At the meeting, it was emphasized that both countries are committed to observing the principles of
international law, as well as mutually support the preservation of territorial integrity and
sovereignty .

On November 23, 2022, within the framework of the state visit of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev to Serbia, the heads of state signed the “Joint Statement
between the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the President of the Republic of Serbia”,
“Memorandum on the establishment of the Strategic Partnership Council between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Serbia” and the annex to it “Regulations of the Strategic Partnership
Council between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Serbia”. Thus, the political
relations between the two states have moved to a qualitatively higher level - the level of strategic
partnership and alliance.

Conclusions. Thus, official diplomatic, political, economic and other relations between
Azerbaijan and Serbia developed in the form of multilateral cooperation within the framework of
the UN and international organizations until 2010. The visits of the heads of state have become the
highest form of bilateral cooperation. The political will of the heads of state played an important
role in the regulation, development and transition of political relations between our countries to the
level of strategic partnership. Studies show that along with heads of state, heads of government,
chairmen of parliaments, foreign ministers and chairmen of relevant committees, the Azerbaijani-
Serbian Interparliamentary Friendship Group, as well as the ambassadors of both countries were an
important component of the implementation of political ties. Thus, the parties attach great
importance to political cooperation at the level of strategic partnership and alliance, which creates
confidence in the prospects for the development of political relations.

As a result of the establishment of a close political dialogue and high-level partnership
between Serbia and Montenegro, where cold relations on the Kosovo issue still remain, Azerbaijan
has strengthened the geopolitical, political and economic positions of our state in the Balkan region,
characterized by a complex ethno-political configuration.
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