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Abstract. The study of megatrends as the most revolutionary courses of mankind progress
facilitates the definition of the time progression properties of both the global system and regional
subsystems within the universal patterns. The objective of this study is to systematize and classify
megatrends and determine the nature of their manifestation in the Middle East. On the basis of this
analysis a reciprocal effect of the Middle East regional trends on the megatrends of the global
world is defined, the nature of the co-evolution of global and regional megatrends is outlined and
further courses of mankind progress are forecast.

Megatrends exert the influence on the state of the world, thus defining the qualitative sense of
the modern stage of global system evolution. The major megatrends were defined: globalization,
integration, democratization, a reduced degree of mankind security and an increasing severity of
global problems; a change in the international political structure; a crisis of the global leadership
institution; a shift of the center of universal development (orientalization); an inversion of the
fundamental values (freedom versus security); a virtualization of sociopolitical relations; a new
model for the change in political power and administration in certain countries; an increased role
of network structures in the international politics; an ideological indoctrination of international
relations, namely the growing impact of the religious and civilizational factors.

The processes that are now occurring in the Middle East are defined by and greatly influence
global development megatrends and the establishment of the world order structure, which makes it
necessary to forecast trends for their future development. It is thus advisable to examine these
processes at multiple levels of analysis: global, regional, sub-regional, bilateral and national.
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Political changes in the region also reflect its internal problems. These are, above all, the
authoritarian regimes, religious divides, Islamic extremism, excessive military spending, arms
imports, and societies’ dissatisfaction withliving conditions. At the political level it is the absence of
a joint political entity that could consolidate regional actors which constitutes yet another problem.
At the regional level the transformation of relations along with the growing conflict potential leads
to destabilization and fosters more polarization of the region. The dysfunctional nature of internal
elements of the region is used by more powerful external actors. The old order is disappearing
whilst the phase of transition to a new one is still ongoing and is characterized by uncertainty, the
strengthening of the role of political Islam along with the new geopolitical role of Islamic
fundamentalism, unrestricted transit of Islamism ideas, recurrent internal and interstate conflicts,
and the heightened threat of non-state actors. It was concluded that ever-growing instability, a
potential redrawing of the existing national boundaries and the emergence of quasi-states, relying
on ethnic and ethno-denominational powers and sustained by influential geopolitical centers of
power, can all be expected.

An analysis of megatrends and the nature of their manifestation in the Middle East enables us
to make conclusions about the feasibility of employing such a category in international political
analysis and actualizes the research of megatrends management at the global and regional levels
alike.

Keywords: megatrends, the Middle East, regional security, Islamism, Islamic
fundamentalism, Pan-Islamism, Pan-Arabism.

AHoOTaNisA. Jlocniodicenns npobdremamuku mezampenoie AK HAUOLIbW  KAPOUHATLHUX
HanpsMié po36uUmKy J00CMEa HAOAE 3MO2Y GUIHAYUMU XAPAKMEPUCMUKU YaACO80i PUMMIKU K
27100aNbHOI cucmemu, Max i pecioHANbHUX NIOCUCTNIEM 8 MeXCaX VHIBEPCAIbHUX 3AKOHOMIPHOCMELL.
3as0annamoocniodncennss €  cucmemamusayis ma Kiacugikayisi  meeampenoié I 6UHAYEHHS.
cneyugixu ix nposagy 6 6auzbKocxioHomy pecioni. Ha yiti 0cHO8i 3’acygyembcsi 360pOmHill 6NauU8
Ha Me2ampeHOU, aKYeHMymvcs PUCU KOeBoaYii 2100aTbHUX MA Pe2IOHANbHUX Me2ampeHdie ma
NPOCHO3YI0MbCA NOOALULL HANPAMU PO3BUMKY.

Mezampenou 30iucH00OmMb KyMYIAMUSHULL 6NIUE HA CMAH C8IMY, 8USHAUAIOYU AKICHUL 3MICTm
cyuacnozo emany egonroyii ceimocucmemu. Busznaueni Haticonosniwi 3 Hux - 2nobanizayis,
inmezpayis, O0eMOKpamusayis, 3HUMCEHHs CMYNEeHs 3aXUWEeHOCmI J100Cmed ma NOCULEHHS
2100anbHUX npobnem, 3MiHa NONMUYHOI CMPYKMYpU C8imy, Kpu3a IHCmumymy 2100albHO20
nidepcmea,  nepemiweHHs — YyeHmpy — C8imoeo20  po3eumky  (opiemmanizayis),  ineepcis
@yHOamenmanvHux yiHHOCMeU, GIpMyanizayis CycnilbHO-NOAIMUYHUX BIOHOCUH, HOBA MOOelb
SMIHU NOIMUYHOL 81a0U | YNPAGIIHHA 8 OKPeMUX KPAiHax, 3pOCMAHHS POl MEPEHCe8UX CIPYKMYpP
V c8imogiil nonimuyi, i0eono2izayis MidHCHAPOOHUX 8IOHOCUH, 30KpeMa 3pOCMAHHS PO penicitiHo20
ma YusinizayitlHo2o YUHHUKA.

Ilpoyecu, wo 6i06ysaromvcsa 6 OIUZLKOCXIOHOMY pPe2ioHi, BUHAUAIOMBCA | 8 3HAUHIU Mipi
8NIUBAIOMb HA Me2ampeHOU 3a2albHOC8IMO08020 pPO3GUMKY, HA (QOPMYBAHHA CMPYKMYpU
MaiubdymHb020 C8IMOYCmMpo, wWo GUKIUKAE NOmMpedy8 NPOSHO3V8AHHI NOOANLUUX MEHOeHYIl ix
possumxky. Lli npoyecu  ananizyromvcsi Ha O€KIIbKOX PIGHAX: 2100ANbHOMY, Pe2iOHAbHOMY,
cyOpe2ioHanbHOMY, 080CMOPOHLOMY, HAYIOHANbHOMY I mpaHcHayioHanrvHomy. [lonimuuni 3minu 6
pecioni nos8’sA3aHi 3 6HYMPIWHIMU NPOOAEMAMU. HACAMNEPeOD, ye A8MOPUMAPHI PEHCUMU, Deniciiti
po3didcHOCmI,  ICIAMCbKULL  eKcmpeMisM, HAOMIpHI  8ilicbkogi  eumpamu, imnopm  30poi,
HEe3a0080JIeHHSL CYCNIIbCME YMOBAMU ICHYBAHHS, A HA NOJTMUYHOMY DIBHI — IOCYMHICIIO EOUHO20
NOJIMUYHO20 NPOeKmy, AKULl Mie Ou KoHconioysamu pe2ionanvHux epasyis. Ha pezionanvnomy pisHi
pexon@ieypayisi 6i0HOCUH Ma 3POCMAHHA KOHQIIKMO2eHHOCMI Npu3800ums 00 decmabinizayii ma
Oinvwoi  nonapuzayii  peciony.  JucgyHxkyionanbHicms — 6HYMPIWHIX — eleMeHmi8  PecioHy
BUKOPUCMOBYEMbCA OINbUL BNIUBOBUMU 308HIWHIMU akmopamu. Cmaputl nopsa0oK y pe2ioHi 3HUKAE,
a cmaodis nepexody 00 HOB020 wje MPUBAE Ma XaAPaAKMepPU3yEMbCs HeGUIHAYEHICMIO, NOCUIEHHAM
PO NONIMUYHO20 [CAAMY MA HOBOI 2eONONIMUYHON POJIIO ICAAMCbKO20 (QYHOAMEHMANi3MY,
HeOMeNCeHHUM — Mpau3umom  ioeti  iCAamizmy,  NOCMIUHUMU — GHYMPIUHbOOEPHCABHUMLU,
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MIDHCOEPIHCABHUMU  MA  MPAHCHAYIOHANbHUMU — KOH@IIKMAamMu, HNOCULEHHAM 3a2po3u 3 OOKY
HeoepocasHux akmopie. 3pobnieno GUCHOBKU, WO MONCHA OYIKY8AMU NOOANbUIO20 POCY
HecmabinbHOCmi, pexkoH@icypayii ioHOCUH ma OilbwWoi NoNAPU3AYIT  pPecioHy, MOANCIUBO2O
nepeoiny ICHYIUUX MIdNCOEPAHCABHUX KOPOOHI8 ma NOsA6U Kea3i-0epiicas, SAKi CRUparomucs Ha
eMHIYHI Ma emHOKOH@eCIUHI CUnu i RIOMPUMYIOMbC BNAUBOBUMU 2EONONITMUYHUMU YEHMPAMU
CUU.

Ananiz mecampendie ma cneyuixu ix nposgy 8 OU3LKOCXIOHOMY pe2ioHi 00380.715€ 3p0OUmu
BUCHOBKU U000 OOYINbHOCI BUKOPUCMAHHS YIET Kame2opii 8 MIJNCHAPOOHO-NOJIMUYHOMY AHANI3T T
aKmyanizye 00CHIONCeHHsl YNPABLIHHA Me2ampeHOamu sIK Ha 2100a1bHOMY, MAK I HA PeciOHANbHOMY
DIBHAX.

KuarouoBi ciioBa: mezcampenou, Oau3bKocxXionuil pecioH, pecioHanbHa Oesnexa, iciamizm,
@dyHOamenmanizm, NAHiCI1amizm, NaHapaodizm.

AnHoOTanusl. Hccredosanue npobiemamuxu me2ampeHoo8 KaK Haubonee KapOUHATbHLIX
HanpasieHull pazeumus yenogeyecmsea O0aem B603MONCHOCMb ONPeOeleHUs. XapaKmepucmux
BDEMEHHOL PUMMUKU KAK 2100ANIbHOU cCUCmeMbl, MAaK U PecUOHAbHbIX NOOCUCmeM 8 npeodenax
VHUBEPCANbHLIX  3aKOHOMepHocmell. [Llenvlo  uccrnedosanus A61AemMcs  CUCEMAMU3ayus U
Kaaccupurayus me2ampeHoos u onpeoeieHue Cneyu@uku ux nposieieHusi 8 ONUNCHEBOCHOYHOM
peauone. Ha »smoii  ocHose KOHCmamupyemcs —00pamuoe GIUsAHUE HA Me2ampeHObl,
AKYEHMUPYIOMCSL XAPAKMEPUCUKU KOIBOTIOYULU 2TIOOANLHBIX U PECUOHANIbHBIX Me2ampeHO008 U
NPOSHO3UPYIOMCA OaNbHeluue HanpasieHus. Pa3eumusl.

Mezampenovt ocywecmensiiom KyMyJIsmuHoOe 6IUsHUe HA COCMOSHUE Mupd, Onpeoesis
KayecmeeHHoe COO0epHCaHUue  COBPEMEHHO20 emana 380oyun  mupocucmemsi. Onpeodenenbl
BaviCHeliwue U3 HUX — 2nodanuzayus,  UHmMezpayus, OeMOKpAmu3ayus, CHUICEHUe CMmeneHu
3AUUEHHOCMU  Yellogeyecmed U ycullenue 2lo0anbHbIX NpoOieM, UsMeHeHue NOAUMUYECKOl
CMPYKMYPbl MUPA, KPUSUC UHCMUMYMA 2100AIbHO20 TUOePCmEa, NepemMeweHue YeHmpa Mupoeo2o
pazeumus  (OpueHmanuzayus), UHeepcus @DYHOAMEHMANbHLIX —YEHHOCMeEU,  GUPMYAIU3AYUSL
00WeCMBEHHO-NONUMUYECKUX OMHOWEHUL, HOB8ASL MOOelb  CMEHbl NOJUMUYECKOU G1acmu U
VAPABIeHUss 8 OMOEIbHbIX 20CYOapCmMeax, 603PACMAHUe POaU Cemesblx CMPYKMYp 6 MUposoil
noaumuKe, UOeoN0SU3AYUSL MENCOYHAPOOHBIX OMHOWIEHUL, 8 YACMHOCMU B03PACMAHUe DOJU
PeNUSUO3HO20 U YUBUTUZAYUOHHO2O (hAKMOPO8.

Ilpoyecvl, Komopwvie NPoOUCX00am 6 OIUNCHEBOCMOYHOM Pe2UOHe, ONpPeoensilomcs U 6
3HAYUMENbHOU CMEeNneHu 6IUAIM HA Me2ampeHObl 2100ANbHO20 pPA3BUMUs, HA (opmuposaHue
CMPYKMYpPbL  HOB020 — MUPOYCMPOUCMEA, HMO  6bl3bl8Aem  He0OX0OUMOCMb  OAlIbHelUe20
NPOCHO3UPOBAHU UX pa36umus. Omu npoyeccvl AHATUSUPYIOMCA HA HECKOAbKUX VPOBHIX:
2N0OANILHOM,  PECUOHANLHOM, — CYOPECUOHALHOM, — O8YCMOPOHHEM U MPAHCHAYUOHATLHOM.
Tonumuueckue u3MeHeHUs 8 pecUoHe C6A3aHbl C BHYMPEHHUMU Npobremamu: npedxtcoe 6cezo,
ABMOPUMAPHBIE PENCUMbL, NPOMUBOPEUUsT PETUSUOZHO20 XAPAKMepd, UCIAMCKUL IKCIMPEMU3M,
ypesmMepHble B0EHHble PAcXoobl, UMNOPM B00PYHCEHUL, HeO08OIbCMBO 00Uecmad YCio8UaMu
CYWecmeo8anusi, a Ha NOIUMUYECKOM YPOBHE - OMCYMCMEUeM eOUH020 NOTUMUYECK020 NPOeKMA,
KOmMOopbvlll Mo2 0Obl  KOHCOAUOUPOBAMb PESUOHANbHBIX Uepokos. Ha pecuonanvnom yposhe
PpeKonpueypayusi OMHOWEHUN U POCM KOHMIUKMOSEHHOCIU NPUBOOmM K Oecmabuiuzayuu u
oanvHeuuell noaapuzayuu peeuond. Juc@ynKyuonarbHoOCms SHYMPEHHUX 3S1EeMEHMOo8 pecUOHA
ucnonv3yemcs 6onee 6IUAMENbHLIMU GHewHUMU akmopamu. Cmapbelii nOps0OK 8 pecuoHe
ucuezaem, a cmaous nepexood K HOBOMY NpOOOINCAEMCs U XAPAKMeEPU3yemcs
HeonpeoeleHHOCMbIO, YCUIeHUeM POaU NOTUMULECKO20 UCIAMA U HOB0U 2eONONUMUYECKOU POJIbIO
UCTAMCKO20 (DYHOAMEHMATUIMA, HEOSPAHUYEHHbIM MPAH3UMOM UOell UCIAMUZMA, NOCMOSIHHbIMU
BHYMPEHHUMU, MEHC20CYOAPCMBEHHBIMU U MPAHCHAYUOHATbHLIMU KOHDAUKMAMU, POCTNOM YepO3
CO CMOpoHbL He2ocyoapcmeeHHblx akmopos. (Coenanvl 6bl800bl, YMO Cledyem 0AHCUOambs
oanvbHeuueco0 pocma  HeCcmaoOulbHOCMU, peKOHueypayuu omHowleHutl u ewe Ooavuiel
NOMAPUBAYUU  PECUOHA, BO3MOIICHO20 NEePecCMOmMpd 2panuy U NOAGIEeHUs KA3U-20CYOapCma,
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ONUPAOWUXCA  HA  DMHUYECKUe U  IMHOKOHPECCUOHANIbHbIE CUTbL U HOOOEPAHCUBAIOMCS
GNUSMENbHLIMU  2€ONONUMUYECKUMU YEHMPAMU CUTIU.

Ananuz meeampenoos ma cneyuuku ux nposeieHus 6 OJUINCHEBOCMOUYHOM pecUOHe
no36o0Jsiem cOelamv 6bl600bl 0 HAYUHOU Yeneco0OPasHOCMU UCHOIb308AHUSL IMOU KAMe2opuu 8
MENCOYHAPOOHO-NOIUMUYECKOMAHANU3e U AKMYAIU3upyem  UCCLe008aHUue  VNPAGIeHUs.
Me2ampeHOpMU KaK Ha 2100aAIbHOM, MAK U HA Pe2UOHATbHOM VPOBHSIX.

KuroueBble ciioBa: mecampeHnobl, OIUNCHEBOCTOUHDBLI PECUOH, PeCUOHAIbHASL O€30NACHOCTb,
ucnamuzm, QyHOAMeHmanu3m, NAHUCIAMUIM, NAHAPAOUIM.

Problem statement. Throughout the social sciences there has been a growing awareness that
a solution to the global issues calls for the upper management of universal development. Which is
why the case for megatrends as the most revolutionary course of mankind progress, of fundamental
and to the maximum extent lasting tradition for societal pace plays an important role in modern
science that comprises the research of conceptual and applied aspects of global trends in
international relations in retrospective and prospective variations as well as their identification and
analysis of their specific nature in any world region.

Review of the main researches and publications. The study of the given problem is marked
by an insufficient theoretic and conceptual definition, which may for the most part be due to its
interdisciplinary nature. For our research there are identified three main approaches. The first one is
represented by the studies of philosophers, sociologists, political scientists and psychologists, which
focus on the qualitative transformations of the international policy system as a whole [I"enn,
MakI'pro, T'onbpaiit, Tlepparon: 2003; Heiicout, D0ypmun: 1992; Noehn, Parsasiliti, Efron and
Strogin 2018:19; Naisbitt, 2017; Winston, 2019; Wise, 2020]. Second approach centers on the fact-
based, applied analysis of global trends in international relations and on their manifestations in
some world regions [[lex Csonun, 1987; Jlen Csonun, 2002; Gaub, 2019; Global Trends 2020: the
world in 2020: n.d.]. Third approach regards the management of megatrends [Megatrends.The main
trajectories of the evolution of world order in the twenty-first century 2013; Fabian, O'connor and
Hoile, 2017; Global Trends 2030: the world in 2030: n.d.].

For the wholesome understanding of the modern trends for the Middle East development the
studies of H.Kissinger [H.Kissinger, 2017], P.Cockburn [P.Cockburn, 2017], M.Lynch [M.Lynch,
2016], F. Halliday [F. Halliday, 2017] etc. are used. Whereas the patterns of megatrends
manifestations remain unexplored in this region. There is observed an insufficiency in the amount
of publications dedicated to the subject of our article.

Purpose and objectives of the article are designed to determine the nature of megatrends
manifestations within the Middle East regional subsystem, which in turn enables to identify their
reciprocal impact on the global trends. An application study of the global trends and the nature of
their regional manifestation calls for the definition of the time progression properties of both the
global system and regional subsystems within the universal patterns; for the specification of some
features and prospects, and of their nature.

Methods of research. In order to achieve the purpose and to realize the objectives the
international process is being considered in the light of the system approach. The nature and the
main tendencies of global development are characterized by the global trends as the main directions
for the pace of global society, which define the main prospects of the modern world evolution and
the future of mankind. In the meantime, they differ in scale, that is they emerge in different parts of
the world with varied extent and intensity. It is through close interaction and mutual reinforcement
that they exert the influence on the state of the world, thus defining the qualitative sense of the
modern stage of global system evolution and its further prospects.

An analysis of global trends in international relations and of the nature of their manifestation
in the Middle East involves the research of megatrends manifestation in international politics
processes and fields where the area of “conceptual overview of the main international issues” is
being shaped, an attempt to “grasp and outline the strategic essence of the complex historical and
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modern foreign policy processes... to spot what is principal without neglecting the minutia, but also
avoiding the overdetalization” [Xaac, 2019:13].

On the basis of generalization of numerous efforts to outline the main megatrends a
conclusion may be made that there is a certain consensus as to the definition of the three major
ones: globalization, integration and democratization [Megatrends.The main trajectories of the
evolution of world order in the twenty-first century. 2013:6]. Globalization as a megatrend implies
the transformation of the Westphalian model of international politics; integration — the
transformation of the current international system; democratization — the transformation of the
political system in particular countries [Megatrends.The main trajectories of the evolution of world
order in the twenty-first century, 2013:35]. Attention is heeded to the tendency to integrate within
the economic and political areas, the international relations are set out to merge into the regional
and holistically endogenous ones. Wherein it should be noted that the global trends are of cyclical
and wave nature; they evolve erratically and non-linearly, following the axis center — semi-
periphery — periphery while their intersection generates a new quality. The megatrends are the
dyads of processes-antagonists interchanging one another in a certain cyclical rhythm. On the one
hand, recognizing the certain voluntarism and an absence of consensus on megatrends definition
among the researchers an attempt should be conducted to add to the aforementioned megatrends the
other ones that are related to them. These are: a reduced degree of mankind security and an
increasing severity of global problems; a change in the international political structure; a crisis of
the global leadership institution; a shift of the center of universal development (orientalization); an
inversion of the fundamental values (freedom versus security); a virtualization of sociopolitical
relations; a new model for the change in political power and administration in certain countries; an
increased role of network structures in the international politics; an ideological indoctrination of
international relations, namely the growing impact of the religious and civilizational factors.

Their further analysis involves taking the interconnection of global, regional and state
processes into account. In particular, within the Middle East region it can be observed by an
example of such megatrends as the democratization, the growing impact of the religious and
civilizational factors, the new model for the change in political power and administration, and the
political structure transformation in certain countries.

Among the main megatrends of modern world development most political scientists name,
above all, the globalization. This concept seeks to reflect what is general, which constitutes the
nature of processes and events at the global stage; it is a process of the time and space expansion to
the scale of the whole planet as any system aims at reaching its marginal integrity. But this process
is of undulating nature, it occurs with varying regional intensity. The core elements of instability are
the negative outcomes of globalization: uneven advantages distribution during the process of the
world economy globalization, misguidance of globalization processes, polarization within the
certain countries or regions (global asymmetry of the modern world), a risk of conflicts emerged on
the global, regional, national and transnational levels, a threat for some countries to have the
administration of their economy being transferred from the national governments to the more
powerful states or transnational corporations. A neoliberal globalization model fosters the
conservation of negative cases in the world economy. It leads to the regionalization or
fragmentation that is to the reinforcement of the world’s sociopolitical heterogeneity amidst the
pressure to become westernized on the part of the western countries. Which is why there are
attempts of various states and nations to distance themselves from the negative outcomes of
globalization by pursuing the particularities of their region, their identity. The term “globalization”
is at times used pragmatically in order to explain and justify the economic issues some countries are
facing, even though they are caused by the specific rather than global situations. Those nations and
groups that gain no advantage whatsoever from the globalization regard the regionalism,
nationalism and separatism as the only recourse to protect themselves and to retain their own
identity. Globalization 2.0 has to differ from the previous one. A new world order emerges where
the economic power is shifting to Asia, the spatial outreach and density of global connections are
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expanding while their structure is getting more complex, and the states and nations are becoming
more deeply interconnected.

One of the main megatrends is a reduced degree of mankind security; the other megatrends
are functionally derived from it. It is the international order where the hierarchy is being created
among the power states that are crucial for the international system and its components to exist and
evolve. The same applies to the regional order. H. Kissinger reflected an idea of the modern
international system’s heterogeneity and of the typological diversity of its subsystems, among
others. While in his study Diplomacy he points out that in modern system the order is to be ensured
by example of the Vienna “Concert of Nations”, but the power balance will be maintained on the
global scope, in his further studies, namely in Does America Need a Foreign Policy? [Kissinger,
2001] and World Order [Kissinger, 2017] he went on to underline the heterogeneity of the global
international system. Thereupon he concludes that it is essential to form a concept of order within
the certain regions, which would be acceptable for others, bearing in mind that the military
dominance in the region of one totalitarian state poses threat to the international orders of other
regions. Kissinger outlines several levels of order: as a theoretical model, in particular on the level
of a certain region or civilization; on the level of international order as a practical embodiment of
the given concepts in the considerable part of the world, considerable to the extent that it can
influence the global power balance.

The global trends have substantially transformed not only the modern world as a whole, but
also the particular regions, namely the Middle East. At the same time the regional trends, the
Middle Eastern ones in particular, have a reciprocal effect on the megatrends of the global world,
even though it were the extraregional countries that comprised the systemically crucial components
of international relations within the region, serving as the warranties of sustaining the regional
security with a view to its strategic, energy, trade-economy and culturally-religious value. The Arab
researchers have long criticized the term “Middle East” as an artificial theoretic construct, claiming
that it is essentially political as of the way it was coined and used. Nevertheless, it is deemed
relevant to regard the Middle East region as a certain politically-problematic unity with the
advanced connections between its constituent parts, which gives a sign of the strong
interdependence. The key arguments thereupon are the presence of factors of regional
interdependence, collective identity, and the way the regional order is formed as a set of devices for
ensuring the regional security and settling the regional conflicts.

The Middle East region is engaged in the processes of globalization and completely fits into
the trend of the growing globalization that was reflected by the involvement in the global political
and economic practice. Meanwhile, it is regarded as problematic to evaluate their impact on the
region, for there are various political regimes in different states as well as various stages of
development. The Gulf States, based on their scale and technological development pace, have found
themselves in the center of international politics and economic relations. Whereas for other states it
is particularly difficult to reach the adequate level of well-being and for some — even to eradicate
poverty. Thus, there may be confirmed a significant degree of differentiation and non-uniformity in
the rates of socioeconomic development. The region in the context of globalization is not always
regarded as one of the most influential subjects within the system of international relations. It is by
virtue of a line of reasons, each of which calls for a separate research: its conflict potential, unstable
political state in some countries, the unresolved Arab-Israeli conflict, the emergence of so-called
new generation conflicts, the uneven development of certain countries in the region.

However, regardless of that, the Middle East remains one of the key regions in global politics,
an area of complex intertwining of interests and rivalry among the great powers, foreign policy
activity of the world power centers. The energy factor remains in many ways definitive in the
geopolitical landscape, as neither in short-term outlook, nor in a mid-term one there could be a
threat of losing one of the main components of ensuring the world energy security. In the context of
the actualized issue of uneven resource distribution between the industrialized countries and the rest
of the world this problem has gained an additional dimension. At the same time, in the long-term
prospect the globalization involves the universal shift to a fundamentally new level of
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modernization that is to the new alternative energy sources. Accordingly, the states with resource-
oriented economies should switch to the new development model in the future in order not to face
the severe systemic crises.

The historical and political hurdles standing in the way to stabilization remain as such:
instability of its geopolitical landscape; the presence of various factors impeding the economic and
political integration of the regional states, namely the presence of several comparable as to their
impact and potency states in the region, which essentially adds complexity to the identification of
any state as a geopolitical center that would be able to exert effect on the security state of the
region. The ethnic-denominational and ethnic-political controversies are the crucial factor, as they
are of transnational character and are potent not only to alter the power configuration, but also to
lead to even more harmful consequences (terrorism, issue of allocation of water resources etc.). As
the matter of fact, the amplification of the elements of chaos at the times of globalization shows
negative impact on the international system as well as on the Middle East regional sub-system. The
regional processes are becoming increasingly defined by the chaotic interaction between the actors
of varied nature — from nations to the transnational actors to particular individuals. In analyzing
them it is necessary to take into account the change in the international political structure; the crisis
of the global leadership institution; the shift of the center of universal development; an inversion of
the fundamental values.

The megatrends involve the re-ideologization of international relations, the growing role of
national, religious and civilizational factors. As H.Kissinger puts it, nowadays the Middle East,
transcending the limits of the Westphalian order, pertains in a confrontation somewhat similar to the
pre-Westphalian religious wars in Europe, in a state of tension, disarray and violence[Kiccinmxep,
2017:119]. The nationalism and fundamentalism in many cases and in various regions act as
independent political powers, or as allies, but mainly as competitors. A substitution of pan-Arabism
ideology with the Islamistic paradigm occurs. Pan-Islamism has traditionally been deemed as an
alternative to the pan-Arabism - a political doctrine that was built upon the idea of common
historical destiny, language, religion and culture of the Arab peoples, the movement for unity and
independence of the Arab nation based on the detachment of Islam from the state. The movement
was related to the Arab nationalism, according to which Arabs constitute one nation sharing the
common language, history and culture, which was reflected in the establishment and function of the
League of Arab States. The proponents of the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party, which for a long time
was leading in Syria and Irag, regarded the Arab unity as the establishment of the single Arab state
to unify the whole Arab nation. The ideas of the religious and political alliance of Muslim nations
were shaped as early as in the 1970s in pan-Islamism - the religious and political ideology and
movement for the unity of all the nations that practice Islam, the proliferation of which became a
reaction on the political and economic expansion of the European states into the Muslim world. It is
based upon the premise of the leading role of Islam in the spiritual and secular life of the society,
upon the unity, solidarity of all the members of the Muslim community regardless of their
citizenship, race, nationality or social status, upon the necessity to consolidate all Muslims within
the single state. Pan-Islamism becomes the official doctrine of the Ottoman Empire, which strived
thereby to sustain the hegemony in the Muslim world. The Turkish expansion on the Arab territory
under the pan-Islamic ideas led to its drop in popularity and the proliferation of the pan-Arab ideas.
The XX century history is the history of opposition between the two ideologies - pan-Islamism with
the concept of global Islamic ummah as a transnational community of laymen and pan-Arabism.
The modern Turkish foreign policy once again employs the pan-Islamism mottos.

As for the megatrend of desecularization as an event of returning religion back to the world
politics it should be stated that religion has entered the world politics and has established itself
therein for long as a political ideology, political source, political institution, and a powerful
geopolitical factor of impact. A higher awareness of the role of the religious factor in the
international relations is connected to the Ba'ath as the rise in political activity under the so-called
“Islamic project” or “Islamic alternative” also demands the special attention and a more detailed
research. Islam serves as an organizing factor in the history of the East, as a core and a driving force
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of Islamic civilization, possesses an enhanced capacity to mobilize the vast masses of people, in
modern times is one of the most dynamic world religions, which in turn gives grounds for the
projection that until the middle of the XXI century it will become the top largest world religion
surpassing the Christianity. In particular, the deterritorialization indicated in favor of the global role
of Islam.

Regardless of the growing significance of the religious factor in the regional international
relations, the amplified internal differentiation in the Muslim world hinders the exercise of the
Islam’s bridging function on the international and regional stages. It is within such context that an
approach of viewing Islam as a non-state subject of the world politics shows to be fairly topical and
significant. Special attention should be paid to and much detailed research should be conducted
with the so-called “Islamic project” or “Islamic alternative”, the issues of Islamism as a political
religion. The concept of political religion is used to denote the religious ideologies involving the
exploit of religion for the political objectives rather than the application of politics to the religious
causes, to characterize the ideologies that replaced the religions and continue to execute their
functions. At the current stage, the phrase “political religions” is referring to the transnational
religious communities, based not upon religions, but rather upon religious ideologies that bear a
mild resemblance to religions while being a foundation for the mass political movements. As per
usual, the political religions are named in such a way as to signify their links to a religion, e.g.
“Islamism”, “Orthodoxism”, “political Hinduism”. It should be recalled that the augmentation of
the religious movements was forecast back in the 80s-90s by a renowned American futurologist
John Naisbitt to whom we owe the introduction of the concept of megatrends into the scientific
discourse [Heiicout, 2003: 22].

Islam is in essence an overarching religion, an Islamic religious doctrine contains not only the
religious-philosophical and moral grounds, but also the regulations of socioeconomic and political
nature. The ideological beliefs in Islam are mostly divided into the traditionalist and reformative
ones, the latter being sub-divided into modernism and fundamentalism. The crucial elements of
Islamic fundamentalism are as follows: the world’s segregation into the “territory of Islam” and
“territory of war”; a concept of caliphate; the establishment of the single Islamic state and jihad; the
rules of Islamic solidarity, that is its own principles of imposing an alternative international order.

An interconnection of the varying megatrends manifestations in the Middle East may be
regarded in different ways. The change in the international political structure, the crisis of the global
leadership institution and a shift of the center of universal development entail the new configuration
of geopolitical centers on the global scale, within the Middle East landscape and in the Arab world,;
the reframing of the regional alliances; the increasing regional volatility relating to the possible
overview of the Middle East political map, as in the formation of a complex and undefined regional
configuration of geopolitical powers. It can be expected that in the foreseeable future the region
would demonstrate the accumulation of global political volatility and ambiguity. The Middle East is
facing the issue of the need for the regional anarchy prevention, the necessary prerequisites of
which are the mitigation of the radical Islam impact and the establishment of a dialogue between the
various political forces and states.

The manifestations of deterritorialization, as F. Halliday points out in particular, are the
"erosion" of state sovereignty, the review of the borders, the collapse of statehood into the tribal and
religious units (Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Yemen), which then are to be supported by influential
regional geopolitical centers [Halliday, 2017]. P. Cockburn and F. Halliday focus on
transnationalization, "new generation wars" and the emergence of quasi-state formations as a
consequence of the actions of transnational actors [Cockburn, 2017; Halliday, 2017]. M.Lynch
considers democratization within such system to be characterized by the mainly destructive
attributes and outcomes [Lynch, 2016:47-49]. While World War | has transformed the Middle East,
there were national states established and the borders outlined, the Arab Spring led to the
emergence of the biaxial structures of the regional system - the Sunni "arc of moderation”, which
brings together the countries of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf and Jordan
under the leadership of Saudi Arabia, to which Egypt is favorable, and the Iranian-Shiite axis with
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the participation of Iran, Syria, Hezbollah in Lebanon and Shiite Irag. A particular significance is
being gained by the geopolitical rivalry between Iran and the Saudi Arabia, an internal Islamic
geopolitical and ideological conflict surpassing the regional level and growing into the global one.

The contemporary research on the specifics of the Islamic factor impact, the new geopolitical
role of Islamic fundamentalism indicate that the Islamic world is not the only one in determining the
possible nature of relations with the outside world, which in its turn served as a basis for the
shaping of three options for the "Islamic project™: modernist, fundamentalist and traditionalist.

Conclusions. Our analysis of the specific megatrends manifestations in the Middle East and
the way these regional processes inform global trends has lead us to conclude that the Middle East
is a heterogeneous space; Middle Eastern regionalism is characterized by the emergence of
integration models at the sub-regional level, is of fragmented, chaotic and disorderly character, as
globalization acts as a catalyst for the aggravation of friction and the escalation of political strain.

The processes that are now occurring in the Middle East greatly influence global development
megatrends and of the world order structure, which makes it necessary to forecast trends for their
future development. It is thus advisable to examine these processes at multiple levels of analysis:
global, regional, sub-regional, bilateral and national. Regarding the latter, there tends to be a
governing crisis in the countries that have traditionally been recognized as strongholds of Arabism
(Egypt, Syria), weakening their position in the region. At the regional level the transformation of
relations along with the growing conflict potential leads to destabilization and fosters more
polarization of the region. Such processes, however, reveal the contours of the new system of
international relations — a polycentric one.

Turkey, Iran and Saudi Arabia are competing for the upper-hand in establishing the regional
order. The confrontation between Tehran and Riyadh assumes ever-greater geopolitical importance.
Israel, Turkey, Iran and Saudi Arabia remain as the main centers of power in the modern Middle
East, just as Qatar and United Arab Emirates emerge as the centers of power of a new type. These
act as finance, investment, trade, transport, infrastructure, information and communication centers
of global, as well as regional level. Now it all depends on the kind of financial or political leverage
used by the actors to solidify the new order. In any case, all this indicates the growth of the potential
for conflict in the region and the desire of ambitious actors to fill ‘the vacuum’.

It is clear that the old order is disappearing whilst the phase of transition to a new one is still
ongoing and is characterized by uncertainty, the strengthening of the role of political Islam along
with the new geopolitical role of Islamic fundamentalism, unrestricted transit of Islamism ideas,
recurrent internal and interstate conflicts, and the heightened threat of non-state actors. Ever-
growing instability, a potential redrawing of the existing national boundaries and the emergence of
quasi-states, relying on ethnic and ethno-denominational powers and sustained by influential
geopolitical centers of power, can all be expected. It is not merely about the long-standing conflict
in Syria, but also about the conflict potential of the region as a whole, its ethno-religious
peculiarities, security, trade and energy supply concerns and, finally, the reconfiguration of regional
alliances. Such a reconfiguration may at any moment tear the ‘political map’ of the Middle East,
thus engendering the problem of addressing regional anarchy.

It should be noted that the situation surrounding the Syrian issue (its regional aspect) and the
Russia's and China's stances have helped outline the shape of a new system of international relations
where there are other centers apart from the USA. U.S. Grand Strategy in the Middle East grows
ever dysfunctional, and the USA currently faces a strategic failure in this vital region of the world.
All this indicates that the period of U.S. dominance in the world has come to an end. In any event,
the transformation of relations and the growth of instability has resulted in destabilization and
further polarization of the region. The Middle East will continue to fall under the category of one of
the most complex and heterogenous conflict zones of the modern world in the future.

Political changes in the region also reflect its internal problems. These are, above all, the
authoritarian regimes, religious divides, Islamic extremism, excessive military spending, arms
imports, and societies’ dissatisfaction withliving conditions. At the political level it is the absence
of a joint political entity that could consolidate regional actors which constitutes yet another
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problem. The dysfunctional nature of internal elements of the region is used by more powerful
external actors, namely the U.S. Geopolitical rivals of the U.S. are China whose increasing clout is
becoming more apparent, and Russia who has been conducting the policy of political, economic and
humanitarian ‘return’ to the Middle East since the beginning of the 21st century. It is primarily the
extraregional actors’ policies that will determine the dynamics of the development of relations
among the countries of the Arab world.

In the context of the crisis of neoliberal globalization a post-globalist paradigm premised on
universally shared values, pluralism and accommodation of the interests of all world’s civilizations.
Current experience suggests, however, that no country in the world can indefinitely dominate the
rest. Eventually, Americanization will probably be succeeded by either Sinicization or Arabization.
There can be no doubt for now that it is China that is the main geopolitical rival of the U.S.

Thus, an analysis of megatrends and the nature of their manifestation in the Middle East
enables us to make conclusions about the feasibility of employing such a category in international
political analysis and actualizes the research of megatrends management at the global and regional
levels alike.
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